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The Bible is a message from God 
to us.  He is the all-powerful crea-
tor of heaven and earth.  He is the 
source of all life. With purpose 
and vision he made this creation 
and the story of the Bible tells us 
the working out of that purpose 
and vision.  The creation waits in 
eager expectation for the children 
of God to be revealed.  For the 
present time, though, the creation 
is subject to the consequences of 
people’s rebellion against their 
Creator.  The Bible tells us over 
and over again that human hearts 
are faithless, idolatrous, and de-
ceitful.  Hearts need to be 
changed and so we see God work-
ing through his vision by working 
with individuals who are willing 
to search for him and have a de-
sire for a changed heart.   

Abraham was one of those indi-
viduals who, when commanded 
by God to leave his father’s 
house, obeyed in faith.  His faith-
ful obedience was rewarded with 
promises of blessings, many chil-
dren, and eternal inheritance of 
the land that he walked on.  Even 
more than these blessings though, 
because he believed God, his obe-
dient belief was counted as right-
eousness.  In Abraham’s line, 
King David, a man after God’s 
own heart, was also promised that 
his kingdom would become an 
everlasting kingdom and that one 
of his descendants would rule on 
his throne in Jerusalem forever.  
 
The descendants of Israel, Abra-
ham’s grandson, were chosen by 
God to be a special, holy nation.  

They were to be a nation that 
showed to the rest of the world 
the glory and power of the one 
true God. To them was given the 
law, the prophets, the inspired 
holy scriptures, and the oppor-
tunity to inherit the same land and 
blessings that were promised to 
Abraham.  They were not faithful 
and so were exiled from the land. 
In the end, though, it has been 
promised that they will have a 
change of heart.  It is then that 
they will receive the promises 
along with all peoples on earth 
that turn to God.   
 
From Genesis when we meet 
Abraham, to the middle of Acts 
when the gospel message begins 
to be shared with the Gentiles, the 

(Continued on page 2) 

 Catching the Vision  

 The Announcement: He Has Sent Us a Mighty Savior from the Royal 
Line of His Servant David 

Throughout the advent season 
which we have just celebrated, a 
number of themes presented 
themselves through music, greet-
ing cards, the spoken word in 
churches and other forms of com-
munication. Some had very little 
if nothing at all to do with the Bi-
ble message like Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer or I Saw Mom-
my kissing Santa Claus. Others 
echoed quite strongly the words 
of scripture: Glory to God in the 
Highest, Peace on earth goodwill 
toward men, Joy to the World and 
Glory to the Newborn King just 
to single out a few.  
 
Yet many of these, while helping 
us to celebrate the season, fail to 
present this momentous event, the 
birth of the Lord Jesus Christ,  as 
the keystone of the complete plan 
and purpose that God has with 
this earth and mankind on it. We 

have been focusing on this plan 
and purpose as we have been 
working our way through the se-
ries of lessons called Catching the 
Vision.   
 
This vision can only be seen by 
looking at the whole Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation. As we 
look at Capturing the Vision we 
scan the entire period of time 
from creation to the establishment 
of a divinely ordered kingdom 
here on this earth.  We are focus-
ing on those things that are most 
important to grasping an under-
standing of who God is, why He 
created us and what is to be our 
ultimate salvation from death and 
destruction. 
 
In this issue we are going to look 
at the announcement of Zechari-
ah, the father of John the Baptiz-
er, concerning the things John 

would preach about the coming 
Lord Jesus, especially the connec-
tion that Jesus would have to the 
house of David or the Royal line 
of David.   
 
We are then going to take a close 
look at how this royal son born in 
Bethlehem would deal with sin 
and come to rely on his Father as 
he, like us, needed to be perfected 
and God’s way of doing this was 
such that Jesus would be made 
perfect through suffering. Not an 
easy subject to grasp. Please read 
The Royal Son – Made Perfect 
through Suffering   
 
Finally, we are going to look at 
how in Jesus all will be made 
alive.  Please read these articles 
and give them some serious 
thought.  The Christmas music 
you heard will become so much 
more meaningful if you do.   



Page 2 

 

Bible is about the chosen de-
scendants of Abraham, the chil-
dren of Israel.   It is through Israel 
that God has given us the holy 
writings of the prophets and po-
ets.  As the New Testament 
opens, after many years of suffer-
ing, captivities, oppression and 
dispersion, the people of Israel 
wanted the promises made to 
Abraham and David to be ful-
filled and David’s kingdom to be 
restored. They were waiting for 
the promised son of David, the  
Messiah.  It was at this time that 
an angel was sent to a Levite, one 
of the priests who served in the 
temple, to give him a message 
that he and his wife would have a 
son.  He did not believe the angel 
and so was struck mute.  When he 
finally was able to speak after the 
birth of his son, he was moved by 
the power of God to speak these 
words: 
 

Then his father, Zechariah, 
was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and gave this prophecy: 

“Praise the Lord, the God 
of Israel, because he has 
visited and redeemed his 
people. 

He has sent us a mighty 
Savior from the royal line 
of his servant David, just as 
he promised through his 

holy prophets long ago. 
Now we will be saved from 
our enemies and from all 
who hate us. He has been 
merciful to our ancestors 
by remembering his sacred 
covenant—the covenant he 
swore with an oath to our 
ancestor Abraham. We 
have been rescued from our 
enemies so we can serve God 
without fear, in holiness and 
righteousness for as long as 
we live. 

“And you, my little son, will 
be called the prophet of the 
Most High, because you will 
prepare the way for the Lord. 
You will tell his people how 
to find salvation through 
forgiveness of their sins. 
Because of God’s tender 
mercy, the morning light 
from heaven is about to break 
upon us, to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, and to 
guide us to the path of 
peace.”  Luke 1:67-79 (NLT) 

 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit Zech-
ariah announced that God is 
working out his purpose and vi-
sion through the coming Royal 
Son.  The promises and covenant 
to Abraham and to David are con-
firmed.  The royal Son will save 
his people from their enemies and 
people will find forgiveness of 

sins through repentance.   Zecha-
riah’s son, John prepared the peo-
ple to hear the message of Jesus.  
He called for repentance—a 
change of heart—so that for-
giveness of sin could be received: 
 

The beginning of the gospel 
about Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God.  It is written in Isaiah 
the prophet: 
"I will send my messenger 
ahead of you, who will pre-
pare your way"—  
 "a voice of one calling in the 
desert, 'Prepare the way for 
the Lord, make straight paths 
for him.'"  
 

And so John came, baptizing in 
the desert region and preaching 
a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. The whole 
Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem went out to 
him. Confessing their sins, they 
were baptized by him in the Jor-
dan River. John wore clothing 
made of camel's hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. 
And this was his message: "After 
me will come one more powerful 
than I, the thongs of whose san-
dals I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie. I baptize you 
with water, but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit." Mark 
1:1-8 NIV 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Joseph, espoused husband of 
Mary, was also visited by an an-
gel who announced to him that 
Mary’s child would save his peo-
ple from their sins: 
 

But while he thought about 

these things, behold, an angel 

of the Lord appeared to him 

in a dream, saying, "Joseph, 

son of David, do not be 

afraid to take to you Mary 

your wife, for that which is 

conceived in her is of the Ho-

ly Spirit. And she will bring 

forth a Son, and you shall 

call His name JESUS, for 

He will save His people 

from their sins." Matthew 

1:19-21 (NKJV) 

 
The people of Israel were looking 
for salvation from their enemies 
and this was promised to them.  
However, what they did not rec-
ognize was that their suffering 
was a result of their faithlessness 
and disobedience.  They were 
separated from their God: 
 

Surely the arm of the 
LORD is not too short to 
save, nor his ear too dull to 
hear.  
But your iniquities have 
separated you from your 

God; your sins have hidden 
his face from you, so that 
he will not hear.  For  your 
hands are stained with blood, 
your fingers with guilt. Your 
lips have spoken lies, and 
your tongue mutters wicked 
things.  Isaiah 59:1-3 (NIV) 

 
The promise remains but the real 
enemy—sin and rebellion must be 
conquered, must be overcome.  
Then, God’s purpose and vision 
will be completed. 
 

Truly you are a God who 
hides himself, O God and 
Savior of Israel.  
All the makers of idols will 
be put to shame and dis-
graced; they will go off into 
disgrace together. But Israel 
will be saved by the LORD 
with an everlasting salvation; 
you will never be put to 
shame or disgraced, to ages 
everlasting.  
For this is what the LORD 
says — he who created the 
heavens, he is God; he who 
fashioned and made the 
earth, he founded it; he did 
not create it to be empty, but 
formed it to be inhabited.  
Isaiah 45:15-18 (NIV) 

 
First John, son of Zechariah and 
Elizabeth, came to prepare the 

way for the promised Messiah.  
His message was simple: 
“Repent for the kingdom of 
God is near.”   
Then Jesus came and preached 
the same message:   
 

At daybreak Jesus went out 
to a solitary place. The peo-
ple were looking for him and 
when they came to where he 
was, they tried to keep him 
from leaving them. But he 
said, "I must preach the good 
news of the kingdom of God 
to the other towns also, be-
cause that is why I was sent."  
And he kept on preaching in 
the synagogues of Judea. 
Luke 4:42-44 (NIV) 
 
After John was put in prison, 
Jesus went into Galilee, pro-
claiming the good news of 
God. "The time has come," 
he said. "The kingdom of 
God is near. Repent and be-
lieve the good news!"  Mark 
1:14-15 (NIV) 

As the prophets of old taught and 
preached, salvation comes, not by 
conquering armies but by con-
quering sin.  The heart must be 
changed from rebellion to faithful 
obedience, from love of self to 
love of God. Jesus came and  
showed us the way.  He showed 

(Continued on page 4) 
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  The Royal Son-Made Perfect through Suffering  (Continued)   

us a life completely dedicated to 
obeying and loving God.   In eve-
rything, in every decision and 
choice, in every moment of life, 
he chose to love his Father.  We 
are told that he was tempted in 
every way that we are.  He had to 
be made perfect through suffer-
ing. We are told that he was like 
us: 
 

In putting everything under 
him, God left nothing that is 
not subject to him. Yet at 
present we do not see every-
thing subject to him. But we 
see Jesus, who was made a 
little lower than the angels, 
now crowned with glory 
and honor because he suf-
fered death, so that by the 
grace of God he might taste 
death for everyone.  
In bringing many sons to 
glory, it was fitting that God, 
for whom and through whom 
everything exists, should 
make the author of their 
salvation perfect through 
suffering. Both the one who 
makes men holy and those 
who are made holy are of the 
same family. So Jesus is not 
ashamed to call them broth-
ers. He says, "I will declare 
your name to my brothers; in 
the presence of the congrega-

tion I will sing your praises."    
And again, “Inasmuch then 
as the children have par-
taken of flesh and blood, 
He Himself likewise shared 
in the same, that through 
death He might destroy him 
who had the power of death, 
that is, the devil, and release 
those who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. For in-
deed He does not give aid to 
angels, but He does give aid 
to the seed of Abraham. 
Therefore, in all things He 
had to be made like His 
brethren, that He might be 
a merciful and faithful High 
Priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make propitiation for 
the sins of the people. For in 
that He Himself has suf-
fered, being tempted, He is 
able to aid those who are 
tempted.  Hebrews 2:8-18 
(NKJV) 
 
Seeing then that we have a 
great High Priest who has 
passed through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession. For 
we do not have a High Priest 
who cannot sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but was in 
all points tempted as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us 

therefore come boldly to the 
throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need. He-
brews 4:14-16 (NKJV) 
 
So also Christ did not glorify 
Himself to become High 
Priest… 

who, in the days of His 

flesh, when He had offered 

up prayers and supplica-

tions, with vehement cries 

and tears to Him who was 

able to save Him from 

death, and was heard be-

cause of His godly fear, 

though He was a Son, yet 

He learned obedience by 

the things which He suf-

fered. And having been 

perfected, He became the 

author of eternal salva-

tion to all who obey 

Him…Hebrews 5:5-11 

(NKJV) 

Jesus was made like us.  He was 
tempted to disobey and do his 
own will. He learned obedience 
by his sufferings.  It was not easy 
or natural for him but in his total 
commitment to his Father, he 
overcame sin.  He conquered it 
completely.  The New Testament 

(Continued from page 3) 
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records at least two times when 
Jesus was sorely tempted.  Once 
was in the wilderness after 40 
days of hunger.  The other time 
was in the Garden of Gethsema-
ne: 
 

They went to a place called 
Gethsemane, and Jesus said 
to his disciples, "Sit here 
while I pray."  He took Peter, 
James and John along with 
him, and he began to be 
deeply distressed and trou-
bled. "My soul is over-
whelmed with sorrow to the 
point of death,"  he said to 
them. "Stay here and keep 
watch."   

Going a little farther, he fell 
to the ground and prayed that 
if possible the hour might 
pass from him. "Abba, Fa-
ther," he said, "everything 
is possible for you. Take 
this cup from me. Yet not 
what I will, but what you 

will."   

Then he returned to his disci-
ples and found them sleep-
ing. "Simon," he said to Pe-
ter, "are you asleep? Could 
you not keep watch for one 
hour? Watch and pray so that 
you will not fall into temp-
tation. The spirit is willing, 
but the body is weak."   

Once more he went away and 
prayed the same thing. When 
he came back, he again found 
them sleeping, because their 
eyes were heavy. They did 
not know what to say to him.  

Returning the third time, he 
said to them, "Are you still 
sleeping and resting? 
Enough! The hour has come. 
Look, the Son of Man is be-
trayed into the hands of sin-
ners. Rise! Let us go! Here 
comes my betrayer!"  Mark 
14:32-42 (NIV) 

 

There was a battle going on inside 
of Jesus.  He knew what was 
coming.  He wanted there to be 
some other way to complete 
God’s purpose without going to 
the cross.  His will was in conflict 
with his Father’s will to the point 
that he felt overwhelmed.  As you 
read through the gospel records, 
many times it is recorded that Je-
sus went off to pray in a solitary 
place or on a mountain.  Luke, 
especially, points out how Jesus 
often withdrew to lonely places to 
pray.  Just as in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, Jesus turned to his 
Father for help in overcoming 
temptation and sin.  
 

Jesus was not perfect when he 

was born.  He had to be perfected.  

It was through the suffering of 

temptation that he was made per-

fect.  In his complete obedience 

to his Father, sin was conquered.  

Death no longer reigned.   

 

 

(Continued from page 4) 
 

   The Royal Son-Made Perfect through Suffering  (Continued)   

 

Are you currently attending a weekly Bible Class? If not, 
why not join us on Thursday evening for a stimulating look 
at God’s Word and capture the vision! 

              New Series to start January 7th, 2016 

Thursday - 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM 
At the  

Hampton Inn and Suites 
(Across Jefferson from Patrick Henry Mall) 

 
Ps 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. KJV 
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       In Christ All Will Be Made Alive 

When we look at Jesus and his 
crucifixion, what do we see?  
What do we learn from the cross?  
Shortly before his crucifixion Je-
sus tells us what we need to learn: 

I will not speak with you 
much longer, for the prince 
of this world is coming. He 
has no hold on me, but the 
world must learn that I love 
the Father and that I do 
exactly what my Father has 
commanded me.  John 
14:29-31 (NIV) 

 
Jesus is the promised Messiah.  
He is the promised seed of Abra-
ham and the promised royal son 
of David but in order to bring 
about the purpose and vision of 
God, sin had to be conquered.  In 
his life he did this.  What we must 
learn is that Jesus in all things 
loved his Father and obeyed him 
completely—even when his own 
will and desire was in conflict. 
 
Because of Jesus' perfect obedi-
ence, the grave could not hold 
him.  Because of his perfect obe-
dience, even to the point of suf-
fering a terrible death, God has 
exalted him to the highest place at 
own right hand.   
 

This man was handed over to 
you by God's set purpose and 
foreknowledge; and you, 
with the help of wicked men, 
put him to death by nailing 
him to the cross. But God 
raised him from the dead, 
freeing him from the agony 
of death, because it was im-
possible for death to keep 
its hold on him. David said 
about him: 

"'I saw the Lord always be-
fore me. Because he is at my 
right hand, I will not be shak-

en.  

Therefore, my heart is glad 
and my tongue rejoices; my 
body also will live in hope, 
because you will not abandon 
me to the grave, nor will you 
let your Holy One see decay. 
You have made known to me 
the paths of life; you will fill 
me with joy in your pres-
ence.'  

"Brothers, I can tell you con-
fidently that the patriarch Da-
vid died and was buried, and 
his tomb is here to this day. 
But he was a prophet and 
knew that God had prom-
ised him on oath that he 
would place one of his de-
scendants on his throne. 
Seeing what was ahead, he 
spoke of the resurrection of 
the Christ, that he was not 
abandoned to the grave, 
nor did his body see decay. 
God has raised this Jesus to 
life, and we are all witness-
es of the fact. Exalted to the 
right hand of God, he has re-
ceived from the Father the 
promised Holy Spirit and has 
poured out what you now see 
and hear. Acts 2:22-34 (NIV)  

     
The God of our fathers raised 
Jesus from the dead — whom 
you had killed by hanging 
him on a tree. God exalted 
him to his own right hand as 
Prince and Savior that he 
might give repentance and 
forgiveness of sins to Israel. 
Acts 5:30-32 (NIV) 
 
And being found in appear-
ance as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedi-
ent to death- even death on 
a cross! Therefore, God ex-

alted him to the highest 
place and gave him the 
name that is above every 
name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.  Phi-
lippians 2:8-11 (NIV) 

 
 Jesus conquered sin, the real ene-
my, and therefore, conquered 
death.  God raised him from the 
dead to live forever--the first of 
the sons of God--Jesus is the 
firstfruits of the renewed and glo-
rious creation:  
 

But Christ has indeed been 
raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. For since death 
came through a man, the res-
urrection of the dead comes 
also through a man. For  as 
in Adam all die, so in Christ 
all will be made alive. But 
each in his own turn: Christ, 
the firstfruits; then, when he 
comes, those who belong to 
him. 1 Corinthians 15:20-24 
(NIV) 

 
How does Jesus’ obedience help 
us?  By his obedience how does 
he save us from our sin.  Paul 
gives us a clue: 
 

And what a difference be-
tween our sin and God's gen-
erous gift of forgiveness. For 
this one man, Adam, brought 
death to many through his 
sin. But this other man, Jesus 
Christ, brought forgiveness 
to many through God's boun-
tiful gift. And the result of 

(Continued on page 7) 
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     In Christ All Will Be Made Alive   (Continued) 

God's gracious gift is very 
different from the result of 
that one man's sin. For Ad-
am's sin led to condemnation, 
but we have the free gift of 
being accepted by God, even 
though we are guilty of many 
sins. The sin of this one man, 
Adam, caused death to rule 
over us, but all who receive 
God's wonderful, gracious 
gift of righteousness will live 
in triumph over sin and death 
through this one man, Jesus 
Christ.  
Yes, Adam's one sin brought 
condemnation upon every-
one, but Christ's one act of 
righteousness makes all peo-
ple right in God's sight and 
gives them life. Because one 
person disobeyed God, many 
people became sinners. But 
because one other person 
obeyed God, many people 
will be made right in God's 
sight. Romans 5:15-19 
(NLT) 

 
Through his perfect obedience 
Jesus brings us God's forgiveness, 
mercy and grace. Sin is con-
quered in Jesus. Adam’s sin 
brought death.  Jesus’ perfect 
obedience brought life to himself 
and to all who belong to him.   
 

Praise be to the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ. 
For he chose us in him before 
the creation of the world to 
be holy and blameless in his 
sight. In love he predestined 
us to be adopted as his sons 
through Jesus Christ, in ac-
cordance with his pleasure 
and will—to the praise of his 
glorious grace, which he has 
freely given us in the One he 
loves. In him we have re-
demption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of 
God's grace that he lavished 

on us with all wisdom and 
understanding. And he made 
known to us the mystery of 
his will according to his good 
pleasure, which he purposed 
in Christ, to be put into effect 
when the times will have 
reached their fulfillment — 
to bring all things in heaven 
and on earth together under 
one head, even Christ. Ephe-
sians 1:3-10 (NIV) 

 
The cross of Jesus was not the 
wooden cross that he was hung 
on.  The cross of Jesus was the 
daily struggle with temptation.  
Sin and rebellion had to be over-
come.  Jesus, in his love for his 
Father, in his complete and total 
obedience, through the power of 
his Father given in answer to his 
prayers, conquered sin and death.  
Jesus has shown us the way.  In 
Jesus we can receive forgiveness 
from God and help in time of 
need.  In Jesus, we too are con-
querors.   
 

(Continued from page 6) 
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